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Who is Isabella Bird?
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Sickly life since early life
Isabella Lucy Bird was born in 1831 in Borpughbridge, Yorkshire in England, She was an oldest daughter and her father was a clergyman at the state
church. Because of a spinal disease, which she had been struggling with from a young age, a doctor recommended a change of air quality and
travelling by boat. Bird went to the USA and Canada at 23 years old, and published her first book “The Englishweman in America”.

Her passion for traveling got stronger when she was around 40 years old. Her voyage continued all over the world, mostly on the frontier, Her
memoirs became traveling publications, and she covered travelling expenses with royalties from those publications, fees for articles on newspapers
and magazines, lecture fees, and inherltances from her late husband, doctor John Bishop, her sister Henrietta and her mother.

Victorian era. The first female traveler

When Bird was moving around the world, travelling abroad in places such as Africa, South America, Central Asia became a trend in England. The
main travelers community in that age was the British Royal Geographical Soclety, but women were excluded from membership. Bird was already a
special member of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society in 1891, and her activities were highly evaluated there. The British Royal Geographical
Society, following after Royal Scottish Geographical Society, accepted her as their special member in 1892, Four months later, 15 other women also
Jjoined in the society. In another words, Bird was admitted as a first top female traveler of the British Royal Geographical Soclety.

H—FHERMLiRGELCEER%L Countries and areas of Birds adventures

B Year iz HerAge WUEEE Country TR (HREEE) Publication (Year)

1854 1854 23 23 | HFLACFAUHMM  Canads, Eastem coast of North America | TEAR&ZI$O7 A H#af711856  “The Englishwoman in Amerlca” (1856)

1857 1857 | 25~26 15-26 | JtFAUA North America 7 AU ADRENEN1859 "The aspects of refigion in the United

States of America” (1859)

1866 1B56G 35 35 hFE Canada

1872 1872 | 40~41 4041 | F—AFSUF Australia

1873 1873 4z 42 | Z1—P—=5vF, T4 NewZealand, Hawall, T2 Bf o F AT OYLE 1875 “Six Months in the Sandwich lslands” (1875)
EF XA Owf— LBk North America— Rocky Mountains | Frw— |LAREERII1879 “A Lady's Life in the Rocky Mountains” (1875)

1878 1878 46 4 | B& Japan TRZ-Minf711880 “Unbeaten Tracks in Japan® (1880}

1879 1879 47 47 | RL—¥R Peninsular Malaysia TR 11883 “The Golden Chersonese” (1883)

1889 1889 57 57 | 4¥FH¥3— . FAyk India Kashmir, Tibet

1890 1890 58 58 | NHe FIWAZT Persia, Armenia [V b GibTr 222711891 “Joumeys in Persia and Kurdistan®(1891)
FA=TRO Ottoman Empire

1894 1894 | 62~63 6263 | BEk. W WPE.Q¥F  Japan, Korea, China, Russia T FDITREMHE 1898 "Korea and her Nelghbors” (1898)

1895 1895 | 63~64 63-64 | E¥. PE. B, 0¥ Shanghal, China, Japan,Korea

1896 1896 | 64~65 64-65 | MR BTFITHIE. Korea, Yangtze River basin area Mg TR as FOMMI1899 "The Yangtze Valley and Beyond” (1 899)

1901 1901 70 70 | E@w3 Marocco
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140 years ago when Bird was travelling in Japan
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12 years after Ede became Tokyo

Bird’s voyage, documented In “Unbeaten Tracks In Japan®, happened In 1B78. This was 11 years after the Mei]l government was established. After
the end of Edo period - the collapse of the Tokugawa pericd after the battle of Toba-Fushimi, Boshin war - “Edo” changed its name to “Tokyo™ in
1868. During her visit, Bird could still see a chaotic society, such as “the abolition of the han system” {(new system of prefectures) or “Sanpatsu Datto
Rei” (Freedom to choose of own hair style and a rule to prohibited public pecple to have one's sword). On the other shand, Bird alse described that
she saw “Daimyo Yashiki”, residences of the feudal lords, which were almost disappearing after Meiji periode had started. Through her book, we can
feel the atmosphere of the new era and people who were confused by radical changes in a chaotic society.

Civilization and enlightanment

Bird used “Jinrikisha”, a pulled rickshaw for transportation. There was investment in a railway between Yokohama and Shinbashl, which was begun
in 1869 and was opened in 1872. She also used this. In 1873 the ban Catholicism was lifted, and many missionary associations were gathering
around a foreign settlement in Tsukiji. A school system began in 1872, and Bird wrote that she saw children studying everywhere. “Naikoku Tsuun
Kaisha®, which is now “Nippon Express® helped Bird to transport her baggage during her travels.

Bird arrived in Yokohama port when she came to Japan. In 1859, Yokohama, Nagasaki, Hakodate opened their ports to other countries, and then
Kobe in 1867 and Niigata in 1868.
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Voyage of Unbeaten Tracks in Japan®
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Voyage of “Unbeaten Tracks in Japan®

TESMMET) (D) (F omR
Puinkegten Tracks In fapurd,
Sl TP R (LR R TR
The seiginal "Unisexie Tracks In Jaga’, frstund
mesad valume of tha Japmn e veron. & Hygels
ParkMamyh (Nampd city n Tamaqut prafactsra).

BEOMEELS

BT RAOAERERERY. SA208C LiEER THREICEE
Lic/ - Rl BRTEROA b — (SRS BV A FUARERD/S
—VABARLEBERS R L. SECHEEFEETSEELTRS
EHRL . TOTREMBICRTE HR~BX~2R~HH~ L~
HE~FH~ALEREES.

NR—FoROBENIE. BEORBOALOETEERZ L REEHBOI
BETFARAOARBOER NS Lo e /- Pl . A4nHA
WERLEDOL? FUAMBORBREEEDENGHDH?
AFURDANAREBLBESEODT?

K—EFOROBNEE? 2
HR—RFOEEEEYSBE [1,4007 111 (92,2505 0) U icb - B Rk #
OFUEED EOI—FELTIA— R LS EEEALEO— 2%
BATEC AAEPEDE 5, )M ETBELE, RiZAEADE
EORTTOL. -0y AOREESHFTWEN RO BEADOESL
ERfDoF 1 EBLTWS, /i— FRTDES SROAS %, tREMTE
FLTEY. ChoFHN— FOROEEEE -1,
HELREEERRORMORE LTE 2/ — FiE. & | 1 :
DEFUR MER ST F BERTHUR MHROHERPEE ) ‘ : NPt PR P
EFo BB RN SR, £, RITT B EBIE : g e T
LT/t~ FOROEES 1 $UABRICE T REAM
B ORMBLNENESS, TELD TROEEK
B RRE, BESSRBBTEACERNLDRES
feBbhB,

F; t
M riiavn TODE o JyUREan To0u wha i Bnd b taubbies with o e
oty Toqunl e, In

Visiting Japanese unexplored places

Bird came to Yokohama port on 20th of May via Shanghai from San Francisco and Pacific Ocean. She hired an interpreter, lto {Tsurukichi lto}, gota
special passport from Parkes at the British embassy, bought enough materials for travelling, and left Tokyo. Her route induded: Tokyo, Nikko, Aizu,
Niigata, Yamagata, Akita, Aomori, and Hokkaido.

Her purpose was to observe local people’s lifestyle in remote areas, and the final goal was to see Ainu people’s everyday life. Why did she choose
remote areas? For missionary work? Some people say she was a spy, can it be true?

Purpose of her voyage?

Bird described her days as “a land route travelling more than 1400 miles”. She tended to chopse unknown routes on purpose, and used a pulled
rickshaw, cows, horses, boat, and travelled on foot. According to her, “l wanted to spend time in the Japanese lifestyle and see the Japanase way of
living which has not affected by European movements”. This was her way of traveling, and she used this method all over the world. This was indeed
the true worth of her voyage.

Bird was brought up by her father, who was a clergyman of the state church. She was an enthusiastic Christian, but no document shows that she did
a misslonary work in Japan. Some people say that she was a spy. Regardless, her traveling memoirs about local people were surely important
information for the British government. Her way of reporting local lifestyles as a woman might not have been observed had she been a man.
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From Yokohama to Tokyo, Nikko
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Left Tokyo, and stayed in Kasukabe, Tochigi, Imaichi

Bird left the British embassy in Tokyo on the 10th of June and went north via “Nikké Kaida® (Gsha Kaldé ), and stayed her first night In Kasukabe.
She set her portable bed and rubber bathtub inside a mosquito net. However, the sounds of Shamisen (a Japanese stringed intrucment), sutra
recitation, people chatting came from inside of the building. The sound of a drum and a flute from outside. After a poor night's sleep, morning
came. This kind of night experience continued throughout her stay.

After passing the Tonegawa river and the Reiheishi Kaid& which separates from Oshi Kaid3, she stayed at a traditional Japanese inn. This place is
thought to have been *Yamatova® in Tochigi. The noise was much louder there than the first place, and it continued until 1:00 AM. It was not an
enjoyable night, but she wrote that “Tochigl was much more dignified and beautiful than other cities”.

Bird passed Reiheishi Kaidd, Mibumi street and travelled towards Imaichi, without going through Utsunomiya. On the way, she praised "Nikko
Suginamiki” as “a spectacular monument”, and had a good rest in a quiet Machiima city.

Never say “Kekkd” until you've seen Nikké “Kekk6* means “so fantastic, Nikks Toshé-ga,
Bird went to Nikko from Imaichi via Nikké Kaldd. She stayed at several hotels such as “Kanaya | shrine located there was one of the best
Cottage Inn”, which was managed by Kanaya Hotel’s owner. She stayed there for 11 days. After | examples of Japanese architecture, and an
visiting Nikko Toshd-gi, Rinnd-ji and Yumoto in Okunikkd, Bird expressed her satisfaction toward | expression “Never say Kekkd until you've seen
Nikka, writing “I have a right to use a Japanese word Kekkd”. Nikko Tasho-ga” was born.

With a map of Japan by Brunton, she was wondering which route she should take from Nikks to Niigata. In the end, she decided to go to Tajima,
and went toward Aizu area. Back from Nikko to near Imaichi, passed through Sanné Toge between Tochigi and Fukushima prefectures, then Tajima,
and went through Shimotsuke Kaidd (Aizu Nishi Kaidd). On the way to Sanné Tége, she stayed at Fujiwara and Ikarl.
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Minoya, which still exists
After Bird crossed Sannd Tége, which was a border between Kantd and Téhoku area, she stayed in Kawashima. Then Tajima, and stayed at Minoya
(Abe Famiry} in Ouchi-juku, which had a good reputation and a nice view. This place was run by a village headman, who was also administrating a
logistics service company and post office.

There are some theories why Bird did not go to Wakamatsu (Aizu Wakamatsu). What is sure is that in her Brunton map, a route from Ouchi to
Wakamatsu was not drawn, and the route she chose was a short cut to Niigata. After Ouchi-juku and Shimotsuke Kaids, she went down Ichino Tage,
and arrived in Ichino.

Travelling Echigo Kaida

Bird lodged in Takada (Now: Aizu Misato city). Bird was surprised by more than 1000 people who were curious about her, and she had to be escorted
from the city by four policemen. She stayed in Bange. It was a big hotel town on the Echigo Kaidd, connecting Aizu Wakamatsu and Shibata in
Echigo. In Sakashita, it was raining and she had a break inside of a small cabin of dried fish (Nishin: herring, and Madara: pacific cod, which were
transported by Kitamaebune-boat), but she did not like the bad smell there.

In Bange, there were again more than 2000 curious people waiting for her. Bird continued traveliing west via Echigo Kaidd, then Tabanematsu Tage,
Kuruma Toge, Torll Toge toward the next destination: Tsugawa in Echigo. On the way, she was surprised by Katakadobashi-bridge over
Tadamigawa-river. "Twelve big flatboats”™ was a Pontoon bridge tied with big ropes.
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River trip in Niigata

Nlmﬂkﬁllllm l-ﬂfa“m - FREolig
5

umm:m-umu-umm-nu-

dmmlummn-n-pum
Illlm
NI-h-dlu:n).

FRIEEIZ TSR
ARINEERIZETHRNEFENT VI SR UTRIZMEE &5, HEF/O/IEELTRA BRI Thdok
BN A PN LUREERER R Ao (FOR FIREICAA) . R O CRFEEE > THREES R OBPDRFE.
MZLyya-4—EONUEIERNEBVT VR TRASHEVSRIEERDE VI TRECHIFRAE S EBDNS.
EALERNOBERFEFIIE)IRTTF ok Fo i FRLTVED A ADSORBHRAES L AV FS Y FORNB
EEBEBBFL— 2P FrYDI I VIESHBS BN ERDI A T TD%K A— FERE A FHEE I 5 5ERD MR
EREHLER)NICHTHAOEIZA o,

P HIR

TRIEHET N TV B> A - FRP&E L EFORDCEE D> T B CH 771 V2 REREICEH. ERGRET5T
W/ - LT EFRAELLT ERESSEL L RO E, FERCEOMEVE EVIHRER S, SEREE T ELMEE. 1T
TSR KEaR, BT BAFaEE S ol BRTAEFIA B NB B IRIERE SEEL M HB. BT BEE
REZFEiNfcX—IhSE, A STROBOSMELELS,

FRH S RESHTEEICAL S LW EDDOEE > O D AESIMES G LAY, BREEGREE 5. SR 1&£M
REIE2ECEHN GEMRIND . AN EES KRORERYEL. RGic LRELC -, TO®RITERTHEI. R ShELIABER AL,
TN RV ICHGEL Tk - HGREE DTSRI AT,

1, 1068 OB KRR L, : ) + DN AR )

k(AT b 37} A bt o of iz, webbiorts B ool £ g (ot et It Mgt Bl Tk of Jymustior T [Savbleors £t [ Mgt prafinttuari).
The fermer sise of the British Conanirte in Nilgeta, which s standling The cariler gevernment’ custem eifice in Nigets. “Migets Unfplshe” Pprafectural.
thansfrom 1888 to 1870 [HEgets ity In Miyuts prefsctura). ukhlﬂmmuﬁhlunimumm

1478 (Migata eity In Nligata praoca ),

River trip going down Aganogawa river

There was a river called Agagawa river untll it joins Tadamigawa river. After the meeting point, downstream was called Aganogawa river. Tsugawa
was a river port on the Aganogawa river and a hotel area. This area was still Fukushima prefecture at that time (it joined with Niigata later). It seems
like Bird visited a sweet shop in Tsugawa town, and ate some sweets made with sugar and “fresh salmons slices”. But considering that the time was
a beginning of July, it could be “sakuramasu” (Oncorhynchus masou) which she ate, not “sake” {salmen).

After some nights in Tsugawa, Bird took a riverboat from Aganogawa river. It was unexpected, but the boat view was so fantastic that Bird praised
that it was as beautiful as Quiraing mountain on the Isle of Skye of Scotland, or the Rhine river of Germany. Her boat went through Aganogawa river,
Koaganogawa river, Shinanogawa river toward Niigata town.

Open port city, Niigata

Niigata was already an open port city, but there were not so many activities as Bird had expected. She spent about one week there, staying at the
house of a hishop Fyson, and visiting Dr.Palm who was spreading his medical knowledge. She got the impression that Niigata town was “clean and
comfortable”, and visited the temple area, shops, an excellent school, a big hospital, the prefecturale office, the courthouse etc. She wrote long
texts about food, cooking, sweets and kitchenware, and those could not have been noticed by male travelers.

First plan was to leave Niigata toward north by a steamship over the Sea of Japan, to Hakodate, But there were no ships for coming one month,
therefore she decided to go overland. First she travelled along the Shinkawa river (Tsuusengawa river) which connects Shinanogawa river and
Aganogawa river. Then Kajikawa river, and arrived Kizaki after several boat trips. Then went overland from Tuiji and Kurokawa inland, west along
Arakawa river, and entered in Jyuusan Toge in Yonezawa Kaid, Echigo.
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Walking in Arcadia town, Yamagata
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Hard climbing Jyuusan Toge
It was a very hard to climb up Jyuusan Toge, a route with thirteen mountain paths. After Oori Toge, the third path, she arrived in Yamagata
prefecture. It was a difficult route with lots of heavy rains, and the rickshaw man went back home. Bird hired a laborer with a horse and cow, and
passed all paths after two nights. Without a doubt, this was the most difficult route on the main island of Japan.

After the pass, she came down to Komatsu in Yonazawa Helya (Okitama Bonchi). The weather became better, and she praised the view from there
“Arcadia in Asia”. After Komatsu, Akayu, she came into Ushii Kaidd after Kaminoyama. In Kaminoyama, Bird stayed at a hotel, Aizuya, met a beautiful
lady, and left a sketch.

Going to Ushi Kaidd

After Kaminoyama, Bird arrived in Yamagata. There she saw the prefectural office, a big hospital (Saiseikan), a silk mill and, a school. Without lodging
there, she went to Tendd, Rokuta (famous for wheat gluten), and stayed in Tateoka (Murayama city). She continued toward north to Tochiuda
{Murayama city), Obanazawa, passing Sabane Toge with a beautiful view of Mount Chokai on the left side. Continued to Funagata, Shinjo and Usha
Kaid. Reconstruction of Shinjé was still enly half finished, after ten years since the area suffered catastrophic damage during the Boshin War.

After one night in Shinjd, Bird continued to Kanayama. Just before entering to Kanayama town, she overlooked the town from Uwadai Tége, and
there were triangle mountains, In Kanayama, she bought a chicken and was so happy to eat it after a long time, The town situating between
mountains, and quiet. She visited the area, met a doctor, and spent a relaxing time,

She passed Shunezaka Toge after Kanayama, and continued to Ogachi Tdge which was on the border of Akita prefecture. In the end, Bird spent nine
days to cross Yamagata.
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Going down Omenogawa river by boat

Bird passed Ogachi Toge, and stayed one night in Innai. In the lodge, she was together with a surveying engineer because of the construction of a
new road in a pass. In Yuzawa, a blig fire accident happened. Because of that chaos, Bird changed her plan to stay there and continued her trip
further. She lodged in Yokote and Rokugd. Around Yokote, she was moved by beautiful Mount Chékai. In Rokugd, she changed her appearnce in
order to see a rich merchants funeral. This episode shows how curious person she was.

In Jingii-ji temple after Omagari, Bird acted surprisingly and took up the challenge to travel in a new way. Igniring the protests of the person in charge at a
post office and a hoatman, she insisted in going down the Omonpgawa river in a river boat to Kubota (Akita city), She might have chosen to go overland on
foot on the Ushi Kaidd. But her choice of river way by a boat took only nine hours for trip of 42 miles (around 67 km). “My plan was right”, Bird was happy.

Impressed by Kubota

During four nights stay in Kubota, Bird had a surprisingly positive experience. Near her hotel, there was a Western restaurant, and she ate delicious
beef steak, curryrice, cucumber, salt and mustard from abroad. Visiting on foot after the prefectural office, a hospital, a school and a textile factory,
she was invited to a wedding of a hotel owner's niece. After a relaxing time there, Bird expressed “l like Kubota much more than other towns®.

After Kubota, Bird came to Tsuchizaki, a port town flourishing with the Kitamaebune [northern-bound ships). There was a festival and huge festival
fioats being walked around the town, When she passed by Hachirdgata, two Dutch engineers were doing research for building a port. She continued
north on Usha Kaidé along the east coast in Hachirégata, the road was like a muddy rice field because of heavy rain over several days. After Hiyama, Bird
arrived to Kiriishl. Yoneshirogawa river was flooding with whidpools because of several rainy days. In front of Bird's small flatboat, another boat
bumped into a large tree, and eight people on board were thrown into the river. Odate town was also set on fire during Boshin War, and the situation
there was still horrible. Bird spent one night at Shirasawa, which was situated Just before Yatate Toge, the boarder of Aomori prefecture. In the flooded
river, they tried to go further and had to tum back many times, but they finally entered Aomori after crossing a pass. It was horrible weather in Akita.
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To Tsugaru passing across Yatate Toge

Yatate Toge was in the border between Akita and Aomori prefectures, Because of Emperor Meiji's visit in Northeast and Hokkaido in 1881, a road
construction was done for horse wagons, and a slope of the pass was more gentle. That road was called Meiji Shindb, which was a different kind of
road to the Ushi Kaidé, but a new route of Ushi Kaidé. She saw natural woodland of “Akita Sugi” (Japanese cedar in Akita), saw a beautiful view from
the pass, and said “This pass is the most beautiful one | have ever seenin Japan®. Because of heavy rain. she *went down the pass swimming”, arrived
finally and relieved in lkarigaseki, a town with a hot spring. There, she observed children playving and studying, and local people's lifestyle. After
staying three nights, she continued her trip ta Sabaishi in Oowanl.Then Ushd Kaida, and took Nyii Kaldd direction of Kuroishl

What she saw in Kuroishi

Kuroishi Domain (Kurgishi -han), a sub domain of Hirosaki Domain, was a small domain at the end of Edo period. But this town was bustling with
people and active commerce. Bird described Kuroishi as “a beautiful town with 5500 habitants, and producing Geta (wooden clogs) and combs”,
We do not know which house she stayed in, but the most possible place she might have slept is Mori Family (a house of Zenjird Sut&}, which was
next to the Takahashi Family, a nationally important cultural property, From the second floor where she stayed, she saw a wedding in the next
house. In town, she watched the Kuroishi Neputa Festival, and a stand with lots of roofs supported by poles of six or seven meters.

She spent four, five nights in Kuroishi. In one of these long stays, Bird enjoyed a small trip without her interpreter Ito. She visited: Nakano Momiji
Mountain which is famous for its beautiful autumn foliage, Nakano Shrine, and Nuruyu Onsen, a hot spring, with mixed bathing for men and women
with a good service.

It was a hollday, after all, while she relaxed in Kurolshi, but she got information on the way to Aomori that a boat to Hakodate s leaving soon. So
she had to hurry up the Ushi Kaidd to Aomori, She got a hoat ticket of Mitsubishi Company in Aomori port, and she became a boat passenger to
cross the Tsugaru Strait (Tsugaru Kaikyo).
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Open port Hakodate

The paddle steamer to cross the Tsugaru Strait was a small boat of around 70 tons. After surviving heavy seas and a storm, she arrived at the pier of
Hakodate in the early morning. Hakodate was the same kind of open port as Yokohama and Niigata. So there were many Christian churches, and
Bird stayed for nine days at the house of bishop Dening from the Church of England. After reporting about her travels to British Consulate, she
visited a hospital, a prison etc. in Hakodate,

After a long stay In Hakodate, Bird went on Sapporo Hondb toward Mori. In Nanae, she saw apple cultivation, farm animals, an agricultural
experiment station. She went threugh Jyunsainuma, Onuma, and arrived in Mori town. The place she stayed there is now said to be Abe Ryokan,
which is now a manufacturer of famous station lunch box “lkameshi®. From Mari, Bird went to Muroran by steamboat of Sinran Kouro which crosses
Funkawan bay. After Muroran, which was still a lonely village, she continued by a rickshaw on the Sapporo Hondo,

Final destination, Ainu settlement

Bird traveled along Pacific ocean coast through Horobetsu, Shiraoi, Tomakomai, Yafutsu, Atsuma, Mukawa. Around Tomakomai, she saw a volcano,
and described that “pumice stones (from that volcano) was covering over the ground”. She went along the sea side from Yifutsu to Atsuma and
Sarufuto by a horse riding. The road to her final destination, Biratorl, passed through a forest. Both sides of the narrow path were covered by plants.

She arrived finally in Biratori, and stayed at the house of Penriuku, a senior leader of Kotan. Over several days in Biratori, she researched Ainu
manners and customs, ate food together, and bought bows and arrows, poisoned arrows, and daily necessities. She was also asked for medical
treatment, and gave medicines to them.

Finally, the day to go back to Hakodate came. The return journey was the same as the way when she came, but she did not choose a sea route from
Muroran, and chose a road route where she had to pass Rebunge Sandd, which is one of the most difficult three routes in Hokkaido. Bird had already
survived the most difficult routes in her travel, so she said goodbye to her interpreter Ito, and became a passenger of HyGgomaru to a direction to
Yokohama. On the way, she met a big storm, and planed journey time of 50 hours took 72 hours.
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